


Ways of Seeing

The Islands Book Trust and the Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust have much in
common. They both present visitors - either real or virtual - with opportunities to get
to know more of the Western Isles. Their portals are there to take you places via
www.theislandsbooktrust.com and www.gatliff.org.uk

The IBT website gives full information on its events, visits, conferences as well as
publications and research facilities. Two forthcoming presentations stand out.
Professor Boyd Robertson will give the Angus Macleod Memorial Lecture at An
Lanntair, Stornoway, on 17 October as part of the Royal National Mod.

His talk - Language, Community and Culture - will be delivered in Gaelic, with a
simultaneous translation. At the same venue, on 15 November, Angus and Patricia
Macdonald will present - Over the Hebrides: Using Aerial Photography to Portray a
Cultural Landscape. Their brilliantly-illustrated book has recently been published by
Birlinn and has been highly-acclaimed.

The Galliff website has a new feature which enables introductions to be made to
the hostels as well as to have memories revived. These are Virtual Tours, to be found
on the left-hand menu of the home-page. Berneray, Howmore and Rhenigidale come
to life, thanks to the production work of Alistair Barclay of Alba Virtual Tours.

Closing and Opening

The adage - one door closes and another opens - applies, in many ways, to a
seguence of recent events on the Isle of Lewis. The Gatliff Hostel at Garenin, in the
Carloway area, ceased to open for the Summer season; the Ravenspoint Community
Hostel at Kershader, in the South Lochs, became part of an increasingly vibrant
complex.

The Old School at Kershader has been transformed over the years. With a new
extension opened in June, it now provides modern facilities for its shop, café, meeting
rooms, archive, offices and hostel. Its enhanced position at the side of Loch Erisort
gives fine views and a conducive setting. Here is refreshment, research and retail as
well as accommodation.

Take to the Hills

The Rhenigidale Hostel will be a focal point during the last full week of September. The
North Harris Trust will be promoting its Inaugural Isle of Harris Mountain Festival.
Here there will be a range of events - from guided walks to a five-peaks-challenge,
mountain-themed film nights to photographic workshops, kayacking to a ceilidh, and
guest speakers, Cameron McNeish and Laurie Campbell.

The full programme can be easily accessed at www.harrismountainfestival.com
However, the local physical gradients, which may also be accessed with comparable
ease, will not be surmounted in effortless ways! If you want a bed at Rhenigidale, get
there early.















From the Hebridean Hostellers Issue of Five Years Ago .....

‘Peter Clarke's recently-published The Outer Hebrides: The Timeless Way is
informative, readable and crusading. It considers the route that traverses the
stunning landscapes from the Temple at Europie, across the Lewis Moors, through
Kinlochresort, down the Golden Road, criss-crossing Benbecula, along the old
machair tracks of South Uist, over Eriskay, around Barra to its destination on
Vatersay.” (Editor: John Humphries) [The book is still in print through
www.outerhebridesway.org]

and of Ten Years Ago .....

‘The Garenin Black House Village restoration project was completed during the
summer and was officially opened by HRH The Princess Royal in June. Peter Clarke
represented the GHHT at the ceremony, on a particularly cold and windy day.’
(Editor: Lawrence Washington) [She did not reside at the hostel that night.]

and Fifteen ....

The new £2.2 million ferry which started sailing in May of this year between
Leverburgh and Otternish is having problems due to low tides. Concerns have been
expressed by hostellers regarding the noise of the exhaust from this ferry as it passes
the hostel and the crew have been obliging by turning the boat so that the exhaust
passes on the other side.’" (Editor: Jim McFarlane) [Both facts are truel]

and Twenty ....

‘The Outer Hebrides are facing a most uncertain time as winter approaches.
Economic problems have been compounded by political difficulties caused by the
loss of £23 million by the local council, Comhairle Nan Eilean, in the failed bank,
BCCI.’ (Editor: Richard Genner) [Banks come and go.]

and now Twenty-five

‘After lunch we will hear from Frank Martin and Roger Clifton about their trips to the
islands. These reports will provide the basis for planning the final stages of the
Berneray project.’ (Editor: Peter Clarke) [The project mentioned refers to the second
dormitory being constructed]

Addresses

The Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust: 30 Francis Street Stornoway Isle of Lewis
Western Isles HS1 2ND ghht@gatliff.org.uk

Chairman and Membership Secretary: Peter Clarke 264 Alexandra Park Road
London N22 7BG 020 8888 2449 Mobile: 0790 999 3863
peter@peterclarke.com Twitter: @PeterClarkeGHHT

Treasurer: Philip Lawson Ledmore Carnbee Anstruther Fife KY10 2RU
Project Manager: John Joyce 2 Beaumont Road Upper Norwood London
SE19 3QZ 0208 653 8376 johnejoyce @hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter Editor: John Humphries Eim Lodge Garden House Lane Rickinghall
Diss 1P22 1EA 01379 890270 editor@gatliff.org.uk
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