
THE GATLIFF, T~UST 

Trustees: Herbert Gatliff 
', L.a~napd :$,etllwyn" 

)Via,l~91m CarnpbeH ~i' 
:d;,: Robert Wic.k'ehden ;: ': 
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Dear Hostel1er, 

, " ,~on SecretarY: Malcolm Campbe 11 
, " " ' " ,; " "' f9S" !~:tu-':¢r:Q~¢; : , " 

. : j. 

''!' • 

," . " G'a;tfiden : S.q~:ar;:~.; , : . ~ .'~ .. : . 

" L:ondon" " 
' NWI 9TC , 

I , ' ; . ;' :'. j .. :.:' 

March 1976 

· .. • 1 , ). · . 

l'h,is, is the ; fetitteenhl,a~fiua1rev:ie'~of the you,tii host~'ls:pro~id~d 
with financiaLassis:f:ance£rontthe Gatliff Trtlst' liri : t'He ' Oi.iterH~bdcfes.!: 

". . : ,\ . ~ ":~ ',: : . 

L,ast year's letter proved to be far too gloomy and during 1975 both 
hostels ach;ievec.freC'ord overnights. HOWmore, South Uist, had 680 (508 in 
1974) ,and Rl;lenigid,a.l:~, : NortliHarris, 569 (214 ' in ;1.974 ) overnight s~ays. 
The numb~r.(#: ' ''istt:orsfrom,!lS. : nation:~. tota:lled333 :: 'tomp~u.'-~d with ,lSi: 
during~:hepJ:e.viqu:sY'ear. <The Truste'es" agl'eed':)ic;>l'1'6Vli'bg tbepoor: re'5ulf1s 
in 1974 t6',d,6'somf,!inbdestadver.hsirigJn~9'75": :Thig;se~ri1s'.to '· haf.e been' 
very worthwhile and:";,wl11 '",be: "coil"tinued "":tn·1·976~~~" ~Th·e", ; ·i'rtcre "as:e ~"· at: 'Rh"erl"i"gida:le""; -', 
is particulariy encouraging as Roddy MacInnes had made sterling efforts to 
improve the amenities at the hostel. , MrS MacSween, the warden of Howmore, 
also works very hard to make the hos6;{ welcoming 'and during the year ' 
transferred ownership of the hostel to her daughter, Mrs Fraser MacDonald. 

Fire precautions, mentioned last year, have been improved. Fire 
retardant paint was used to redecorate the kitchen/living room at Howmore. 
Clear notices have been put up thrpughQut both hostels and No Smoking 
notices placed in all the d6rmitories~ 

Visitors to the hosteis included Ratcliffe College to Howmore at 
Easter, and a number of people active in the Youth Hostels Association 
(England & Wales): Mrs Jackson and her daughter (Lakes), Tom Hall (Mersey
side) and Derek Baker, Alan Reimer and Dave Turner (Eastern). Meg and 
Mick Lee (to Rhenigidale) and Archie McCu llum (to Howmore) made return 
pilgrimages. Ruth Wiese, a member of a family from Hamburg, Germany, 
decorated Rhenigidale with excellent drawings and paintings of animals. 

Two Trustees, Bernard Selwyn and Frank Martin, visited both hostels. 
Frank was accompanied by his wife Katherine and their 21-month old 
daughter, Sarah - the walk to and from Rhenigidale was hard going but most 
worthwhile to see both the hostel and the crofting community in such good 
heart. Frank and his family spent ten nights at Howmore. Both Trustees 
were very satisfied with the conditions at both hostels. 
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: i' ; '" ColIn : Sharpe and two other lads from Oldhaitl spent two 'weeks' at 
Rhenigidale exploring the area and wri Hng a guide to thew~dks which can 
be made from ~he hostel. The log of their trip is available from Frank 
Martin, 20Cornwallis Avenue, Bristol, BS8 4PP - please enclo'se a stamped, 
addressed env'elope. ' other writings in the houseboC'kand .1ogbdOk at each 
hostel make · interesting reading and show the appreciation of many visitors 
of the Hebridean way of life . 

~From the Rhenigidale Logbook: 

Hen top of Toddun, mid-summer I s day. 

"Evening has cqme~ : \';'e ,,1i.mb the hill to see the sun in 
splendour , gathering her1igh~"i'ri' a: great glow, setting the 
clouds on fire. Strang<ers ,to one ,another, yet our lives ' f(u: ' 

, a('whiie trtelt andr,un ,together into the light and stand,wrttteil 
iri ':'clearriess agairist1:he coming night '." 

: ~ . ' ; " , ' 

Mat'theW' Barton 
. . j 

l)'i~ase tet'l ' your friends of these small and friendly bostei"s. 'If 
you ha:v~ soggesti'ans, comments or offers of help the Trustees would like 
to' h'e'iir :'f'rbm, you'.· Thei~ Annual Report and Accounts are available' on 
re<lU:,es,f·; .ri~e~,~e se~d a stamped,addressed, .foolscap envelope. ' 
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You-rs sincerely, 

Malcolm Campbell 
Hon Secretary 

' '' ',: ' 
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