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Foreword

These walks around Rhenigidale, described and illustrated so
evocatively by Neil Pinkett provide an insight into the whole
history of Harris. That history which can be read in the hills and
deserted settlements around Rhenigidale is brought alive by Neil.
He shows how easily accessible it is from the Crofter’s Hostel at
Rhenigidale.

I hope that those who read this book will be inspired to stay a
while at Rhenigidale to walk the ancient network of tracks and
ways, and to get to know the area. You will experience the isolation
of these gaunt hills, the haunting beauty of Loch Seaforth, see
evidence of the depopulation of Harris in deserted villages, relics
of agriculture incﬂuﬁng an abandoned tractor, and experience
the fellowship of the residents of Rhenigidale and the hostellers.
There is also evidence of hope, and new growth. The power line
came into Rhenigidale in 1980, the road came in 1991, and you
will see the renovated and new houses in the village. You see too
the fish farm in Loch Trolamaraig.

The hostel at Rhenigidale provides a simple but comfortable base
for spending a few days exploring the area. It is open all year and
overnight charges are modest. No meals are provided but there is
a well equipped kitchen for self catering. The hostel is open to all.

For further information about the hostel please contact the
Tarbert Tourist Information Office (open all year) or the Trust
via its address opposite.

Urras Osdailean Nan Innse Gall Gatliff exists solely to provide
youth hostels in the islands off the west coast of Scotland. we
welcome feedback on our work and the involvement of all who
share our aims.

Peter Clarke
Chair - Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust



About The Author
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Neil Pinkett has held a close affinity with the Outer Hebrides for
some years, including a period of time living in Dalbeg, Lewis. In
addition he has visited the Gatliff hostels and their surroundings

[<on numerous occgs ipns, drawing and painting the landscapes
and scenery as hetravelled. Many of the regular visitors to the
hostels will remember Neil’s wonderful drawings and enchanted
tales in the log books.

In late 1997 Neil married Krista Reich from Canada, and soon
afterwards they together moved back to British Columbia in search
of a new adventure. At the time of going to press, they are now
managers of a small hostel in a beautiquand remote part of the
Rocky Mountains at Athabasca Falls, in the Jasper National Park, ]
where they are reminded of the unique character of the Gatliff
hostels. However, in contrast to the Outer Hebrides, where the

worst you could do is suffer an attack from a defensive Arctic ® Ceonn Mor

Tern, fart of Neil’s job now involves deterring any inquisitive QD Mosolg

bears from wandering too close to the hostel! Esleon-anobdich
Noskotn

Anyone familiar with the hostels of the GHHT who may be
Georzofdn Lokigeor
(Y)o\?ns‘ioﬁs
A

considering travellinﬁ in this part of Canada will certainly find a

warm welcome at Athabasca Falls, no doubt with many stories to
be shared.
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